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army. Served two months as a spy under Capt. George Poage, 
at Clover Lick, and was drafted for nine months under Captain 
Buchannon, and served part of time at Norfolk. 
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(CONTINUED) 

Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, 

Sr. The last that I sent you was a letter of advice with bills 
of Exchange drawn upon you for £1$ sterling payable to Joseph 
Newton, which please to pay, before that I gave you an account 
of four hhds. Aronoko Tob° shipped you in the David, Capt. 
Jones Master, which I hope are safe arrived. If Doctr. Walters 
be in Chopbank as I have heard nothing whether he is or no is 
more convenient to me to come at him there, than if he were at 
Bristol, because of the often opportunitys of sending to the one 
& the difficultys attending the other. To hear you say you 
wanted a power Attorney when you are my Assignee, upon the 
back side the bill of Exchange, & that Registered, or should be 
in the Notary publicks office, I cannot but admire, therefore 
pray Sr. if Walters be there take care to get it of him if not 
truly Capt. Moore must answer it, for he is effectually bound 
thereto, which please to inform him of. I have now sent for 
nothing because I know not how my effects may answer, if there 
be anything coming sort in coarse goods, I am, Wff. 

To Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, Tobacconist. 



July 25th, 1694. 
Mr. Nicholas Hay ward: 

Sr. I have now sent you two copys of the account of Vir- 
ginia & Digest of its Law, by two Bristol Ships, one is the 
Mountjoy, Capt. James Scot Commander, the other* is by one 
Capt. Heyden in a Brigantine, bound to the same place, one I 
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have directed to Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, Tobacconist in Wine 
Street & the other Capt. James Scot has promised to send it up 
by the Carrier or to deliver it to Mr. Mason who will take effect- 
ual care so to send it up to you & so will likewise Mr. Ser- 
geant, for the Packet is too big to send by the Post & here was 
never an opportunity to send it directly by a London Ship. In 
each of the Packets you will find a letter directed to you, 
therein I had thought also to send you the Journall of our last 
Assembly by which you might have seen plainly how acceptable 
my method was to their Intended Revisal, but am not at present 
provided if your curiosity leads you to a desire thereof at the Plan- 
tation office Whitehall kept by Mr. Blaithwaite you may there- 
with ease have a sight of one. Your brother & all friends here 
are well & now drinking your health as at all opportunitye doth. 
If you should receive the Packets at the arrival of the fleet one 
letter to Bristol would hasten them up if the ship miscarry not. 

Your, 

Wff. 
To Mr. Nicholas Hayward. 



May 17th, 1695. 
Mr. John Cooper, 

Sr. Two letters this year I received, one by Capt. Trucket 
but I know not in what ship the other came, as for your letter' 
mention to come under cover of John Corbin's I receive now & 
if you send twenty under such covers I never expect to receive 
one but believe if you directed to myself by any ship bound for 
Maryland or Virginia, it might as soon come to my hand as Cor- 
bins will come to whom he directs. 

By Captain Truckett I have shipped eight hhd. of good weight 
of Oronoko Tobo. which I hope will come to a good market, all 
hands concurring that Oronoko Tob" is daily rising. I desire 
you Sr. to send my Account Currant by the first ships & send 
me two or three duplicates for fear of miscarriage, for not know- 
ing how my Account stands, I dare not send for goods though 
my wants are very great & pressing. I have not had a line from 
my mother now this two years & upwards. I believe some mis- 
carriages have happened, therefore be pleased when she sends any 
more letters let them come under cover of yours. I am heartily 
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sorry for her pressing necessity Intimated by you & could as heart- 
ily wish that she were near me, that I might be daily contributing all 
that lyes in my power when present occasions, or that Tob° the only 
thing we have here to raise money by were such a commodity 
that we might certainly depend to raise money upon the same, 
& then it would be easie for me to obviate her present Difficultys, 
but howsoever please to let her have sixteen pounds a year & 
pay it quarterly that is four pounds each quarter, & I shall take 
care justly to answer you. Pray S' let me hear from you by the 
first and all opportunities. If you receive my wife's letter for to 
call for ^5 sterling let it have due acceptance. 

I am S r Your Wff. 

To Mr. John Cooper. 



May 16, 1695. 
Mr. Cornelius Sergeant, 

Sr. Your two letters, one by Opy, the other by Capt. 
Jones in the Richard and John, came safe to hand, together 
with your Account Currant. I had not then consigned you such 
light Tob° last year, if I had not been deceived by a Knavish 
Receiver, but I shall this year mend it, for I have in Jones, the 
Richard and John, just on board ten hh 4 * Tob° of my own sweet 
scented, and consigned to you, as by the bills of Loading which 
you will suddenly receive will appear, I dare confidently say the 
goodness of the Tob" will fully answer the Market & the weights 
I am as confident, will make the freight easie, & am well assured 
of your honest care in the disposal thereof. By Capt. Jones 
& another ship, I shall write you more at large & in those shall 
inclose bills of loading, for the Tob° above mentioned, if you ap- 
prove of the correspondence, my consignments may I believe 
yearly increase. Pray receive the within enclosed bills of Mr. 
John Read's for six pounds drawn upon Sr. Hugh Owen & Com- 
pany in Pembrookeshire, South Wales. I am 

Sr. Your Wff. 



May 17, 1695. 
To Mr. George Mason, 

Sr. I received your single letter by capt Jones in the Rich- 
ard and John & therein you intimate of a note & receipt for 
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certain books sent, but in it I could fine neither Note nor receipt 
nor did there any books come in Capt. Jones as he solemnly pro- 
test, how the mistake or miscarriage happens I know not, but I 
believe its necessary that you get full satisfaction therein. I 
thank your care and kindness in sending up that packet to Lon- 
don as directed, & assure yourself when it lyes in my power to 
serve you here, it shall not want retalliation. I had not the 
vanity to think that we could out-do, much less equall your 
Hertfortshire Red Stocke, especially that made at Particular 

places as at the Lord &c, which is made with so much 

care, judgment, and caution, but only thought that was indif- 
ferent, because of the place whence it came, might there be ac- 
ceptable & give you the opportunity in the drinking of it, to 
discourse what future advantages this country might be capable 
of. I have already put on board Capt. Jones, six hhd" of my own 
sweet scented Tob", the weights I am sure will answer the freight, 
& I dare say the goodness will bring it to the heighth of the 
market which I am as sure myself of, having so good a hand to 
dispose it by. I shall take care according to your directions to 
send another of Captain Scot's bills for six pounds with the let- 
ter of advice belonging thereto in Capt. Jones, & the third I 
shall keep for Capt. Scot when he comes in. Add to the books 
Virgil in English, Horace in Latin and English, Juvenal & Per- 
seus in latin & English. I hope you will take care to send the 
books with'the things before spoken of, that you will by all op- 
portunitys let me hear from you which will be very acceptable. 

Yrs. Wff. 

To Mr. George Mason. 



Dear Mother 

I have earnestly expected to receive a letter from you now 
this two years, but could receive none & if it had not been by 
your letters to my Sister Luke should not have heard of you, 
her husband received one from you this year, which I saw 
from him, herself being dead almost eight months, for she de- 
parted this life the first day of October last, at which time I was 
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so extremely ill that it was hourly expected when I should ex- 
pire, but God Almighty by his great goodness has pleased to 
restore me again to prepare myself for his service here & for 
eternall Beatitude hereafter, to whom be the Glory, thanks & 
praise, & hope GOD Almighty will be pleased to store me with 
such a stock of his praise that I may make a pious and profitable 
use of his abundant mercies towards me. I heartily grieve, and 
with the bowels of Duty & Compassion lament your present 
calamity, and do with my Soul wish that you were here, or that 
I was nearer you there, that I might be thoroughly capable of 
contributing such help as my Duty Commands & your necessity 
requires. I had taken care with my Sister to send you both 
money and other necessarys which she promised so faithfully to 
perform, but death disappointed her & the foolish little knave 
her husband though she declared the same to him upon her 
death bed & by her last dying words entreated & desired 
him to perform the same, which was to send you the money so 
prepared, and the greatest part of her cloathes, linnen & silks, 
which were both considerable. I fear he'll perform hardly any- 
thing thereof, though often by myself and wife urged thereto. I 
guess he will write you that he wants conveniency, though I 
offered him the ready conveniency by a ship bound directly to 
London, and the master would carefully have performed the same, 
for he has already sold some of them & will suddenly sell & fool 
the Remainder, though he knows it was her dying desire that 
the money & greatest part of the things should be sent to you, 
& her light things not proper or fit to be sent to you — should be 
given to my Daughter which he alike performs, Therefore from 
him I dare say you will not have the least tittle, nor he himself 
now she is dead, be worth a groat within this twelve month. I 
dare say his unkindness and foolery shortened her days, for she 
has often with tears to me lamented the same. I have ordered 
Mr. Cooper to pay you sixteen pounds a year & to pay it quar- 
terly, that is four pounds each quarter, & have ordered him to 
continue the same without further orders from me for fear, as has 
already happened, of the miscarriage of letters this War time, 
that it is a thing almost impossible for us here to raise money in 
England, for there is so much hazard and danger in shipping home 
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Tob° & the price is so low when it comes there, that 2000 lbs. Tob° 
is more easily paid here than _£io is in money there. I question 
not but you make a true use & due application of God Almighty's 
present afflictions upon you here, that by this fire of Calamity's 
hue your earthly dreggs may be purged & refined & in his ap- 
pointed time you may come pure and Clean unto his everlasting 
Kingdom, which continually prayed for by 

Wff. 

When you write to me get your letter inclosed in Mr. Cooper's 
or Mr. Hay ward's letters, and then they will come abundantly 
safe, than if they come single. I had almost forgot to tell you 
that about a Month since I heard by accident of a box sent by 
you, & when I came to open it most of the things were spoiled; 
let Mr. Cooper take bills of Loading for any things hereafter sent. 



